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exercising more and more influence over the most intelligent
and cultured minds.

But the second cause is more important still, for without it
the Scientific Spirit would have been strangled at its birth, or
if allowed to live at all would have met with little or no
sympathy from the great mass of the people, and would have
exercised as little authority over the affairs of life as it does
to-day among a population of Turks and Hindoos. This second
cause is the spirit of the Religion of Jesus, as distinguished from
the dogmas of the Christian Church.

Now Christianity, so far as its supernatural organization and
structure are concerned, is a religion of Ancient Times, and had
it followed the example of the other religions of antiquity, we
should expect to find it laying down a number of fixed,
definite, and inelastic rules of conduct and behaviour for all the
relationships of life. But in reality it did quite the opposite,
and set itself from the outset to emancipate men fronn-
existing forms and ceremonies rather than to impose on then,
new ones. Fully one half of Christ's teaching consists in
inculcating a morality not of the letter but of the spirit, not of
outward mechanical observances but of the inward condition
of the heart. It did not, that is to say, profess to lay down a
fixed and written code of moral and social relations, of what
men were to do or avoid in all the relationships of life, as
Judaism had done before it, and as Mahommedanism was to do
after it; nor did it fix once for all the hierarchy of personal
and social relations in which men were to stand to each other,
as in the Caste-system of Hindooism. On the contrary its
deliberate purpose was to counteract all this, and once for all to
put an end to it by leaving Morality so freely and flexibly
moveable that it would offer no obstruction to any course of
action or conduct which could be shown to be for the spiritual
well-being of man. Now this morality of the spirit, if we may
call it so, is connected as we shall see by an inner and necessary
logic with the very soul and core of Christ's teaching; but as